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Maths Beyond Limits (MBL) is an international mathematical camp for talented
youth. MBL 2018 was the third edition of this initiative and was held from 9th to 21th
September 2018 in Milówka, Poland. 60 students from Belgium, Belarus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Hungary, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Sweden and Ukraine,
along with 16 tutors (from aforementioned countries as well as from UK and the US) and
6 organisers, took part in it.
Along with numerous people that devoted their free time to come to the camp and help
in situ stand the organisations that assisted the Organising Committee in financial and
administrative way. Making MBL 2018 would not be possible if it were not for the generous
sponsors and wonderful project partners, which we had great pleasure of cooperating with.
The present handout is a result of the cooperation of the Polish Children’s Fund (Poland),
Charles University (Czech Republic), The Joy of Thinking Foundation (Hungary) and
Trojsten (Slovakia).
The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from International Visegrad Fund. The mission of the
fund is to advance ideas for sustainable regional cooperation in Central Europe.
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Belarus

• Capital city — Minsk
• Population — 9, 491, 800
• Area — 207, 595 km2
• Currency — Belarusian ruble (BYN)

Fun facts about Belarus
• The territory of Belarus in 40% consists of forests, which symbolizes the green strip
in the Belarusian flag.
• Belarusians are very fond of potatoes, most national dishes include this most important for the locals ingredient. In Belarus, there are more than 300 dishes from
potatoes ("bulba")!
• The largest dump truck in the world is produced in Belarus. BelAZ-75710 weighs
360 tons, the height of its wheels is 4 meters, and if someone wants to buy such a
car, it will cost you about $10 million!
• Belarus is the ”Silicon Valley” of Eastern Europe. About 10 years ago, the High
Tech Park was created here, where about 170 companies and 27000 IT specialists
work now.
• Belarus is one of the few countries that does not switch to ”winter” time.
• The country has 2 official languages, Belarusian and Russian, the first one is only
studied on a separate subject at school, while all the other classes, as well as official
documentation are conducted in Russian.
• In Belarus, every second child, instead of wanting to become an astronaut, wants to
become a programmer. Here, it is a very prestigious profession, and the salaries of
programmers are higher than in all neighboring countries.
• Eastern European Las Vegas. There are many casinos in Belarus. When gambling
was banned in Russia, a lot of casinos were opened in Belarus, which is one the
reasons so many Russians come here.
• All Belarusians were recently millionaires. Because of strong inflation, the Belarusian
ruble depreciated and for 1 euro it was possible to receive up to 25,000 Belarusian
rubles.
• In Belarus, the main religion is Orthodoxy. Still, on territory of the country you can
find many cathedrals of all possible religions.
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Belgium

• Capital city — Brussels
• Population — 11, 420, 163
• Area — 30, 528 km2
• Currency — Euro (EUR)

Fun facts about Belgium
• Belgium produces more than 220,000 tons of chocolate per annum.
• The Zaventem airport is the place where chocolate is being sold the most in the
world. On average, 1.6 kg of chocolate is being sold per minute!
• Robert Cailliau, co-inventor of the World Wide Web, is a Belgian.
• In the 1970s, light beer was served during school lunch!
• It was a Belgian, the priest and physicist Georges Lemaitre, who first came up with
what is now called the Big Bang theory of the origin of the universe in 1927.
• Brussels South Charleroi Airport is the most punctual airport in Europe.
• Belgians are accredited to inventing the Body Mass Index (BMI), the saxaphone
and plastic.
• Belgium has the largest urbanised population in Europe – where 98 percent of the
population live in urban areas and cities.
• Belgium holds a world record for castles – Belgium has more castles per kilometre
than any other country in the world.
• Tomorrowland is the largest electronic dance music festival in the world – it was
also voted as the world’s best festival by DJ Magazine and its youtube channel has
more than five million subscribers.
• The longest tram line in the world is the Belgian Coast Tram – the Kusttram travels
the full 68km of Belgian coast between the French and Dutch borders.
• Belgium holds the world record for the longest period without a government. The
world record for a democratic nation to be without an elected government is held by
Belgium, which lasted for 589 days in 2010-11.
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Czech Republic
• Capital city — Prague
• Population — 10, 610, 947
• Area — 78, 866 km2
• Currency — Czech koruna (CZK)

Charles University
Faculty of Mathematics and Physics of Charles University in Prague (Univerzita Karlova
v Praze, Matematickofyzikální fakulta) was also Partner Organisation of Maths Beyond
Limits 2016. It organises manifold conferences, summer schools, camps and competitions
for Czech youth such as: an international mathematical competition Náboj, a physics team
competition FYKOSí Fyziklání and the Czech Linguistics Olympiad. If you want to know
more about these initiatives or study mathematics or computer science in Prague, please
visit their website www.mff.cuni.cz.

Fun facts about Czech Republic
• The Czech language has one completely specific consonant, which is denoted by the
letter ř. Another characteristic feature is the syllabic sounds of r and l. Thanks to these, Czechs can pronounce words like vrh (“throw”), vlk (“wolf”), strhl (“ripped”/“torn
down”), svršky (“goods/chattels”), etc. without any problem.
• Sauces form a vital part of Czech meals, especially in combination with meat and
dumplings. The dumplings used to form the basic component of Czech fare, as they
were served with a variety of tasty sauces to satisfy the hunger of hard-working
peasants, who only enjoyed meat during holidays.
• At 11 AM sharp on November 11th, almost every winery and restaurant in the
Czech Republic opens the first wines that are produced that year. These are the
young wines. This celebration is very similar to the one in France called the French
Beaujolais Noveau. However, the Czech ritual has been in existence much longer
than the one in France.
• Guests are offered house slippers called pantofle.
• According to the 2001 census, 59% of the Czechs are Agnostic, Atheist, or nonbeliever, 26.8% Roman Catholic and 2.5% Protestant. Only 19% said that they
believed in God, meaning that about 11% of the self-declared Christians were only
Christian in name (or by tradition).
• The Czech Republic has the most hospital beds per inhabitant in the EU.
• Czech people are the world’s heaviest consumers of beer.
• There are over 2,000 castles, keeps, and castle ruins in the Czech Republic, one of
the highest density in the world (notably after Belgium and France).
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Denmark
• Capital city — Copenhagen
• Population — 5, 806, 015
• Area — 42, 933 km2
(2, 220, 930 if including Greenland and
Faroe Islands)
• Currency — Danish krone (DKK)

Fun facts about Denmark
• The Danish monarchy is the oldest continuing monarchy in the world and has existed
for over 1,000 years.
• The Danish flag is the oldest state flag in the world which is still in use by an
independent nation.
• Denmark is reported to be the happiest country in the world.
• Practically all Danes know how to swim, and swimming lessons are part of the
compulsory curriculum in all state schools.
• The name Lego® is an abbreviation of two Danish words leg godt, meaning “play
well.” The company was started in 1932 by Ole Kirk Christiansen. Lego began
producing its iconic bricks in 1958. For more than 60 years, over 320 billion Lego
bricks have been sold worldwide—nearly 60 bricks for every human on the planet.
• From any point in the country, one could reach ocean by traveling just 52 km.
• The Danish alphabet has three letters not found in the English alphabet: Æ, Ø, Å.
All three are vowels and come after the letter Z in the alphabet.
• Danes are certified foodies. They are the fifth largest exporter of food in the world,
despite their small population.
• Walt Disney visited Tivoli Gardens in Copenhagen once and was so inspired that he
decided to create something similar in America: Disneyland.
• On Denmark’s Faroe Islands, there are twice as many sheep as people.
• As of January 2017, immigrants and descendants comprised 12.9 percent of the
total Danish population. There are people from over 200 different countries living in
Denmark. The largest of these comes from Turkey.
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Estonia

• Capital city — Tallinn
• Population — 1, 319, 133
• Area — 45, 227 km2
• Currency — Euro (EUR)

Fun facts about Estonia
• The flag of Estonia contains three colors: blue, black and white. Blue represents ––
faith, loyalty and devotion; black symbolizes —- dark past and suffering, the soil of
the country; and white denotes the quest to strive towards virtue and enlightenment.
• The highest point in the country is Suur Munamägi (which translates at "Big Egg
Mountain"), just 318 metres above sea level.
• Public transport is entirely free for residents of the Estonian capital, Tallinn.
• Estonia was the first country in the world to adopt online voting — way back in
2005.
• Kalevipoeg is the country’s national epic. It tells the story of a giant hero who
throws stones and talks to hedgehogs.
• Estonia has the highest number of startups per capita in Europe. A group of
Estonians were fundamental in the invention of Skype, the online video call service,
and 44 per cent of its employees are based in Tallinn and Tartu.
• Estonia has the highest number of supermodels per capita in the world.
• The country has distinctly more women than men. For every 100 females in Estonia,
there are 84 men. Estonian women live 10 years longer, on average, which goes some
way to explaining it.
• The Estonian currency prior to adopting the euro was the kroon.
• One of the greatest Estonians of all was Paul Keres, a chess grandmaster from the
1930s until the mid 1960s. A staggering 100,000 mourners attended his funeral in
1975, almost 10 per cent of the population.
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Hungary
• Capital city — Budapest
• Population — 9, 797, 561
• Area — 93, 030 km2
• Currency — Forint (HUF)

The Joy of Thinking Foundation
The Joy of Thinking Foundation (A Gondolkodás Öröme Alapítvány) supports gifted
Hungarian students in fully developing their talents, reaching their goals in life, and
becoming useful members of society. It attains this goals via furthering students’ abilities
at math camps, math circles, one-to-one sessions and small group activities. Among the
biggest initiatives of the Foundation are: the weekend math camps (started by Lajos Pósa
in 1988) and Math is Fun! Camps (abbreviated MaMuT in Hungarian) which started in
2004. You can find more on their website agondolkodasorome.hu.

Fun facts about Hungary
• Hungarians refer to themselves and their language as Magyar, which is the direct
descendant of the language spoken by the Huns. There are only two languages related
to it in Europe: Finnish (Suomi) and Estonian (Eesti keel).
• In Hungary, when people write their names or introduce themselves publically, they
typically use their last name first.
• Hungary is one of the oldest countries in Europe. It was founded in A.D. 896, before
France, Germany, or England.
• Average Hungarian consumes more than 1.10 lbs. (500 g) of paprika a year. The spice
has more vitamin C than citrus fruits. Hungarians also call red peppers paprika,
and there are more than 40 varieties grown in Hungary.
• Irish author Bram Stoker based his Dracula on an actual 15th century figure, Vlad
the Impaler. He actually terrorized Wallachia, which was part of Hungary at the
time, until King Matthias put him in jail. Dracula means Son of the Devil, or little
Devil. Dracula was first made famous in film by Hungarian actor Bela Lugosi.
• Budapest, the capital of Hungary, has existed as a settlement from the Bronze and
Iron Age, but it didn’t become Budapest until 1873 when three separate cities, Pest,
Buda, and Óbuda (Old Buda) were combined to make one city.
• Lake Balaton is the second largest lake in Europe and the largest in central Europe.
It is known as the “Hungarian Sea.” It is 48 miles (77 km) long, 2 to 9 miles (3 to 14
km) wide, and covers an area of 232 square miles (601 sq km).
• Hungary does have a kind of cowboy, called czikós (horseherd). The cowboy tradition
goes back to the Magyars, who may have come to Hungary from central Asia. The
czikos can still be seen on Hungary’s vaste Puszta (Great Plain).
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Norway

• Capital city — Oslo
• Population — 5, 323, 933
• Area — 385, 203 km2
• Currency — Norwegian krone (NOK)

Fun facts about Norway
• The world’s longest road tunnel is in Norway. At an astonishing 24.5 km long, the
Lærdal Tunnel is the world’s longest.
• The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo.
• Norway introduced salmon sushi to Japan. While sushi is absolutely a Japanese
invention, they did not use salmon in the dish until it was suggested by a Norwegian
delegation in 1980’s.
• Income and wealth of all residents is on public record. Everyone living in Norway has
three figures from their annual tax return published: their annual income, income
tax paid, and wealth. Prior to 2013, this data was completely open and searchable,
but now a person can see who has looked up their data.
• Modern and ancient skiing were invented in Norway. An ancient rock carving at
Rødøy in northern Norway shows that people used skis in the Norwegian mountains
as far back as 4,000 years ago. Finnmark is home to the oldest preserved ski ever
found, at an incredible 2,300-years old. To top it off, the word ‘slalom’ also originates
in Norway.
• Norway’s oil and gas industry has powered the economy, but it doesn’t power
the nation’s homes. Almost all of Norway’s domestic power usage is drawn from
hydroelectric power plants.
• The Guard mascot of the Norwegian King is a king penguin named Brigadier Sir
Nils Olav. He doesn’t live in Norway though, his residence is in the Edinburgh Zoo
in Scotland, where he receives regular visits from the King.
• Norway is the largest exporter of salmon in the world, but the country’s national
dish is Fårikål (mutton stew).
• The Lofoten archipelago in Norway is north of the Arctic Circle. However, due
to the unique and unusually warm climate of Lofoten, it is home to the world’s
largest deep-water coral reef, called the Røst Reef. Lofoten is also the most northerly
location in the world with above freezing year round temperatures.
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Poland
• Capital city — Warsaw
• Population — 38, 634, 007
• Area — 312, 679 km2
• Currency — Polish złoty (PLN)

Polish Children’s Fund
Polish Children’s Fund’s mission is to support exceptionally gifted children and teenagers
from all of Poland in order to enable them to fully develop their talents and scientific as
well as artistic passions. The innovative, original aid programme conducted by the Fund
for the last 33 years aims to support young people who cannot find opportunities to fully
develop their potential in their local environment (both home and school). In helping
them, they strive not only to create suitable conditions for broadening knowledge and
enriching abilities, but also to strengthen their motivation and to build in the conviction
that their own development can and should serve the society at large. Visit their website
fundusz.org.

Fun facts about Poland
• Located in Wrocław, the “Piwnica Świdnicka” is the oldest restaurant in Europe,
open since 1275.
• It is estimated that 100 million pączki, a Polish doughnut, are consumed every year
on the the Thursday before Ash Wednesday alone.
• Polish-born Mariusz Pudzianowski is a five-time winner of the “World’s Strongest
Man” title.
• Polish people marry the youngest within the European Union (24 years old for
women and 26.5 years old for men in average).
• Nicolaus Copernicus, the famous 16th century astronomer who first suggested the
sun was the center of our universe was born in Thorn, Royal Prussia, part of the
Kingdom of Poland.
• The name “Polan” originates from the name of the tribe “Polanie” which means
“people living in open fields”.
• Nearly 35% of the 60 million Poles live abroad and large Polish speaking communities
can be found in the US, Canada, UK, Germany, Australia, Brazil and Argentina.
• One of the world’s oldest salt mines, the Wieliczka Salt Mine, located in the southern
Polish town of Wieliczka, was built in the 13th century and produced table salt until
2007. Approximately 1.2 million visitors walk through the salt mine annually.
• The highest mountain in Australia, Mount Kosciuszko, was named after Polish
General Tadeusz Kościuszko, who fought against the Russian Empire as well as in
the American Revolutionary War.
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Romania

• Capital city — Bucharest
• Population — 19, 638, 000
• Area — 238, 397 km2
• Currency — Romanian Leu (RON)

Fun facts about Romania
• The flag of Romania consists of blue, yellow and red vertical stripes. These stripes
represent Transylvania, Moldavia and Walachia, the three historic components of
the combined country of Romania.
• Transylvania (which means ‘land beyond the forest’) was the home of Vlad the
Impaler who inspired Bram Stoker’s novel, “Dracula”.
• The name Romania comes from the Latin word ‘Romanus’ or citizen of Rome, a
legacy from the days when the Romans controlled ancient Dacia. Romanian is the
country’s official language and it is 1,700 years old.
• In the Pestera cu Oase (“Cave with Bones”) a human fossil was discovered in
2002 that is estimated to be between 37,800 to 42,000 years old, the earliest dated
European human fossil.
• The world’s largest salt mine museum is in Transylvania inside the old Turda
Salt Mines. These massive mines were formed by machine and hand without using
explosives.
• Romania’s 22,298km rail network is the 15th most extensive on Earth, even though
it is only the world’s 81st largest country in terms of total area.
• Romania is one of the best places in the world for 4G speed, occupying an impressive
fourth place out of 78 nations, according to OpenSignal. Users in the country can
expect speed of 35.61 Mbps, on average, compared to just 21.16Mbps in the UK.
• The world’s largest salt mine museum is in Transylvania inside the old Turda
Salt Mines. These massive mines were formed by machine and hand without using
explosives.
• The first city in Europe to have electric street lights was Timisoara, Romania (1889).
• Near the Ukrainian border is the Merry Cemetery. Local woodcarver Stan Ion Patras
designed it in 1940 and it is both tourist destination and open-air museum. Known
for its colorful carved wooden crosses painted with scenes of the deceased’s life, each
tombstone features a funny poem about the decedent. It is said to be the happiest
cemetery on earth.
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Slovakia
• Capital city — Bratislava
• Population — 5, 435, 343
• Area — 49, 035 km2
• Currency — Euro (EUR)

Trojsten
Trojsten is a civic association that organizes mathematics, physics and informatics events in
Slovakia for elementary and secondary school students. It has supported scientifically gifted
youth since 1985, which makes it one of the most experienced organisations of Slovakia
in this field. One of its initiatives called KMS (Correspondent Mathematical Seminar)
has been highly popular among Czech and Slovak students. Moreover, it organises a well
established international mathematical competition Náboj in Slovakia, the International
Programming Competition ICPS and co-organises the International Mathematical Seminar
iKS. For more information visit www.trojsten.sk.

Fun facts about Slovakia
• More than six thousand caves have been discovered in Slovakia so far! Ochtinska
Aragonite Cave is the only one aragonite cave located in Europe and a huge 34 m
high sinter column in Krasnohorska cave is even listed in the Guinness Book of
Records.
• Near the village Kremnické Bane in Slovakia is located the geographical midpoint of
Europe. Famous recreational site in the ski resort Krahule near the village Kremnické
Bane is named “The Centre of Europe” However, another 7 European villages also
claim to host this hypothetical midpoint.
• The capital of Slovakia, Bratislava, the only one capital in the world that borders
two independent countries (Austria and Hungary).
• Old medieval town of Levoča is a home of the highest wooden altar in the world.
This remarkable work is 18,6 m high and 6 m wide altar and was made without the
use of a single nail!
• Since November 2014 all children, full-time students less than 26 years old, widowed
or disabled pensioners under 62 and seniors 62 and older are eligible to travel by
train for free using the national railways. It is available only for citizens or permanent
residents of countries that are member states of the European Union.
• A welcome supplement to an active holiday is to relax in numerous Slovak thermal
pools. In the Bešeňová or Aquapark Tatralandia thermal resorts, you can relax and
have a good time year round, and sample the healing power of hot springs.
• Almost 50 amazingly well-preserved wooden churches stand all over Slovakia. They
are part of the cultural heritage of UNESCO, all-wood and without a single nail.
The oldest of them is the 600-year-old church of St. Francis of Assisi in Hervatov.
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Sweden

• Capital city — Stockholm
• Population — 10, 207, 086
• Area — 450, 295 km2
• Currency — Swedish krona (SEK)

Fun facts about Sweden
• Around 2,000 years ago, the Svear people gave Sweden its name. In their language,
svear meant “us” and rike meant “kingdom.” So, Sverige, the modern Swedish name
of the country, means “Our Kingdom.”
• Stockholm, the capital of Sweden, has been called the “Venice of the North” because
it is a city built around water with 12 islands and 42 bridges.
• An average of 1,836,000 meatballs are eaten daily in all of Ikea’s 313 stores worldwide.
Ikea was founded in Sweden in 1943 by Ingvar Kamprad.
• The Swedish three-point seatbelt is claimed to have saved 1 million lives. It was
launched by Volvo in 1959 and is found in 1 billion vehicles worldwide.
• The pacemaker, ultrasound, safety match, astronomical lens, marine propeller,
refrigerator, and computer mouse are all famous items that were invented in Sweden
or by Swedes who weren’t living in Sweden.
• Sweden was the first country in the world to introduce standardized time, which
was necessary to make understandable train tables.
• The Swedish term lagom doesn’t have an English equivalent. It is not just a word, it
is a concept that means “just right” or “adequate” and it can be used for just about
anything and every situation.
• Despite being a military power in the 17th century and one of the world’s largest
producers of weapons, Sweden has not participated in any war for almost two
centuries, including both world wars.
• With a tax rate of 51.4% of GDP, Swedes are one of the most highly taxed populations
in the world. Ironically, they are generally happy to pay a high tax rate, and the
Swedish word for tax is skatt, or “treasure.”
• One of the most popular flavors of ice cream in Sweden is salmiakki, or salty licorice,
which can also be coal black in color.
• Ikea was founded in Sweden in 1943 by Ingvar Kamprad.
• ABBA is the fourth-best selling music act in history, after Elvis Presley, the Beatles,
and Michael Jackson. The group has sold over 375 million records worldwide.
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Ukraine

• Capital city — Kiev
• Population — 42, 418, 235
• Area — 603, 628 km2
• Currency — Ukrainian hryvnia (UAH)

Fun facts about Ukraine
• The blue and yellow of Ukraine’s flag represent the sky over fields of grain.
• Kiev, Ukraine, boasts the third-busiest McDonald’s in the world.
• Lviv, Ukraine, is home to 1,500 cafes, the most per capita of any city in the world.
• Common languages spoken in Ukraine include Ukrainian, Russian, Romanian, Polish,
and Hungarian.
• The largest airplane ever was built in Kiev, Ukraine. The Antonov An-225 Mriya
has a wingspan of 88.4 meters and weighs 640,000 kg. It was built during the Soviet
era, and only one was built.
• Ukrainians celebrate "Kupala Night," a summer holiday. One of this holiday’s
traditions involves young couples jumping over a fire. Legend holds that if the boy
and girl can maintain their hand-hold, their love will last forever.
• In 2014, Russian President Vladimir Putin invaded the Crimean Peninsula in Ukraine
and held a “referendum” that annexed the peninsula into the Russian Federation.
The Ukrainian government and the United Nations condemned the referendum as a
violation of international law.
• The area around the site of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster is home to some five
million Ukrainians, even though it is still contaminated 30 years later.
• The first gas lamp was invented in Lviv, Ukraine.
• Ukraine is famous for the fertile soil that is spread across much of the country, the
“chernozen” or black earth.
• The tradition of painting eggs in celebration of Easter first began in Ukraine. The
first Easter eggs were colored using wax and dye.
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UK

• Capital city — London
• Population — 66, 040, 229
• Area — 242, 495 km2
• Currency — Pound sterling (GBP)

Fun facts about UK
• Every day, the British drink 165 million cups of tea, which is over 20 times more
than the Americans.
• At one point in time, the British Empire, the most extensive empire in world history,
ruled approximately 1/4 of the world’s population and covered about 1/4 of Earth’s
total land area.
• The UK brought the world several sports, most notably soccer, rugby, and polo.
• In the UK, accents change noticeably about every 40 km.
• One of the most bizarre cultural facts about England is that it’s actually illegal to
die in the Houses of Parliament.
• They have a total nominal GDP of $2.434 trillion, with a per capita GDP of $38,591.
Their total nominal GDP is the 6th highest in the world, and the 3rd largest economy
in Europe.
• The author of the Harry Potter series, J.K. Rowling is from the United Kingdom.
• The Queen’s Birthday is celebrated each year in the United Kingdom during a
weekend in June. On the day of celebration there is a parade and many parties. Most
businesses are closed, and families get together to have family time.
• Big Ben in London actually doesn’t refer to the clock. Big Ben is the bell that is
located in the clock tower.
• There are over half a million vegans living in the United Kingdom.
• The British Pound reached a 31-year low following the United Kingdom’s exit from
the European Union.
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USA

• Capital city — Washington, D.C.
• Population — 325, 719, 178
• Area — 9, 833, 520 km2
• Currency — United States dollar (USD)

Fun facts about USA
• The current US flag features 50 stars and was designed by Robert G. Heft. Heft
initially created the American flag in 1958 as the school project during his junior year
in high school. Heft scored a B- in his project but was promised by Stanley Pratt,
his teacher, that his grade would be reconsidered if the United States Congress was
to accept the design for the flag. Heft’s design was not only chosen but also adopted
by the 1959 presidential proclamation.
• The United States uses 18% of the world’s energy.
• The United States does not have a national official language; nevertheless, English (specifically American English) is the primary language used for legislation,
regulations, executive orders, treaties, federal court rulings, and all other official
pronouncements.
• Americans eat about 100 acres of pizza each day, with about 3 billion pizzas sold
annually in the USA. 93% of Americans are said to have eaten pizza in the last
month.
• There are many people who live in Hawaii that refuse to be US citizens. They believe
that the USA is occupying their country, and that Hawaii is actually the property of
the Hawaiian Kingdom, not the USA.
• The landscape varies across the large country from tropical beaches in Florida to
peaks in the Rocky Mountains, from rolling prairie lands and barren deserts in the
West to dense wilderness areas in the Northeast and Northwest.
• There are 58 national parks and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests,
and wilderness areas. The oldest national park is Yellowstone, Wyoming which was
founded in 1872; the most visited is Great Smoky Mountains National Park, which
draws more than ten million visitors annually.
• The Mississippi and Missouri Rivers combine to form the longest river system in the
US and the fourth longest in the world.
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